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* \N the Days of Zerobabel, the | 14 
op Hittite, being the Firſt of the i 
Month Niſſan, and in the One 14 
XY hundred and Sixty-third Vear 8 

* the Deſtruction of Jeruſalen by NMebu- | 
chadnezzar. the Aſpriav, there came unto the 
City of the Lord, a mighty Man from the 
North. He was by the Head and Shoulders 
taller than any Perſon. throughout all 1/rael, 
and. his STAFF,, which he always bare uþ- 
| right, .was equal in Bigneſs unto a Weayer' 8 
| Ps Thus , he appeared in the 
1 King's 


1 i 


1 
King's Preſence, who ſaid unto him, Who 
art thou? And he replied and faid, I am Gi/- 
bal the Hebronite, come to bear rule. over 


thee and over thy Houſehold, for theLord hath 


ſent me; but the King mocked at his Words 
as of one beſide himſelf, for he wiſt not at 
that Time who he was. Nevertheleſs there 
were ſome about the King's Perſon who told 
it unto the Women, and they ſtraightway 
reported it unto Bathſheba the Hittite, who 
was a Widow, and a Mourner in the King $ 

Houſehold. 


Now ſhe being ſmitten with the Fame of 
the Man, and defirous of knowing whether 
thoſe Things which they reported of him. 


were true, ſent one privily to him, who 


ſhould command him to repair unto her 
Palace on the Morrow. And when the Meſ- 
ſenger came, he found him alone muſing i in 


his Tent, and ruminating on the Means to 


recommend himſelf unto the King s Notice, 
Such was the State of Giſbal the Hebronite, 


when the Meſſenger who had been ſent unto 


him ſtood before him; ; and he bowed, and 
fad. Lam iſcba, the Pon of Acad the Seer; 


my 


133 
my Buſineſs is to wait on the King's Daugh- 
ter, who | hearing of thy Fame, hath_com- 
manded me to repair unto thee; 8 tell thee, p 
that ſhe expects thy. Attenidance on the Mor- 
row; for much the Report of thy gigantick 
Stature hath moved Her, and thy upright Staff 
equal in Bigneſs to a Weaver s Beam. Haſ- 
ten then, wide Son of Hebron, to erfin- 


W SD, 


25 


Tavs ſpake Ti tha th Son of . is 
Seer, and to him thus replied Giſal, the 
Chief: Thy Words are as Honey to my 
Mouth, yea even as fine Oil unto my Lips; 
when the Day ſhall come (for well I wot 
that it ſhall hereafter arrive) wherein my 
Head ſhall be lifted up above thoſe of my 
Fellow-Servants, then thall this Kindneſs be 
repaid unto thee feven-fold, yea thine own 
ſelf ſhalt taſte of the Bleſſing, and thy Head 
alſo be raiſed above the reſt of thy F, ellow- 
Servants. | At theſe Words Accad left him, 
and returned to Bal hſbeba, unto whom he 
reported what he had done; and the Thing 
pleaſed | her exceedingly, and the waited with 
Im npati ience for the Morrow. Now 


14 


No. it came to paſs that on the Mor- 

row, ere Evening- T. ide was yet began, that 
the . arrayed_in gorgeous Apparel, Y 
waited the Coming, of the Herbonte. Her 
Veſtments were of fine Silk and Needle- 
work, and on her Head was placed a Crown 
of pure Gold; her Damſels attended in 
order round her, and i in this State ſhe tar- 
ried his Coming. While they thus waited 
his Coming with Impatience, Giſhal appear- 
ed on'a ſudden before them ; he appeared 
arrayed in all his'Glory, and his Counte- 
nance was like that of the Sun when he ſhin- 
eth abroad on the Vallies of Fudah ; erect as 
a Spear was his Staff, and his Port that of a 
Warriour iffuing forth to Battle. The Prin- 
ceſs marvelled at his Preſence, and without 
further Heſitation her Words thus gave Ut- 
terance to the N of her Heart. 


O1 Chief, mighty in \Stature, and} in thy 
upright Staff, ſay whence thou art, and what 
Cauſe it is that hath led thee to theſe Regi- 
ons; for till this Day mine Eyes" never 1 
held thee before, nor has the Fame of thz 
Proweſs reached mine 2 Much . have 1 

| heard 


[5] 
heard reported, indeed, concerning the va- 
liant Deeds of the Sons of Hebron, for much 
they report of their own Doings; but til 
Yeſterday thy Name never reached mine 
Ears, though thy Staff and gigantick Size 
41 5 thee more than human. 


<I>. 

 G18BAT- crouithed and börse bw, thus 
eating Bathſhtba with Honours meet : 
Thrice he effayed to ſpeak; and thrice the 
faultering Accents died away on his Tongue. 
At length his Words found Uttetance, and 
he thus ſpake wer" with his Lips. | 


0] Princeſs; whoſe Renown has filled all 

the Land, thou who in Perſon art fairer 
than the Daughters of Women; liſten un⸗ 
to the Words of my Mouth, and ponder | 
well theſe Sayings ih thine Heart. The bar- 
ren Mountains of Hebron have given me 
Birth, and my Fields are naked as the crag- 
gy Rock. From theſe Nature, which bidet 
all, bad me alſo fly; and I now ſeek for Re- 
fuge in thy Palace. While yet in my Cradle, 
ere my Mind had received its firſt Impret- 
ſions, and the Diftates of Reaſon were 
P Strangers 


© 


* 
* . 
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[6 
Strangers to my Breaſt, , cunning Woman 
foretold my Lot, and from my Mother to 
whom ſhe foretold it, I learnt the glad 
Tidings. „ N 


2 cuil of F ortune (aid ſhe) born i in 
the craggy Mountains of Hebron, thus the 
Fates bid me ſay : When thy Sinews ſhall 
have gathered Strength, and thy Arms be- 
come brawny with the Might of thy Muſ⸗- 
cles, then ſhall the Hour of thy Glory draw 
nigh, and Honour and Grandeur call for thy 
Approach. But haſten, my Son, haſten 
then to quit the barren Hills of Hebron, and 
thoſe rugged Mountains whoſe Tops are 
covered with eternal Snow ; on this Side of 
Jordan is no Welfare, no Portion for the 
Children of Hebron, but in the Land of Ham. 
Ariſe then quickly, thou and thy Wife, and 
thy Children, and paſs over into the Valley 
of Fudah, for there ſhall ye fin 1 Comfort, 
and your Seed be i in Number as the Sand 
on the Sea Shore. Mark well my Words, 
and liſten unto the Inſtruction of my Lips: 
Let not thy Thoughts run. after Wiſdom, 
nor thy Heart ſeek. to know Underfiand- 
Ing; 


4 


ing; for in an upright Staff is more Power, 
and Words but fall ſhort of the Merit of a 
gigantick Size. In theſe, place all thy Hopes 
of Happineſs, and by theſe alone expect to 
bear Sway : Cheriſh them then carefully, I 

charge thee, and let not the meaner Cares of 
Learning and Policy difturb thy Mind : 
From Bathſbeba, the Hittite, ſhalt thou find 
Protection, and her Love be unto thee in 
the Place of all theſe Things.” 


So ſpake the Dame whom Years and Ex- 
perience had rendered ſage; and thus the 
Chief with the upright Staff rejoined : 


Mindful of her Precepts, my ſole Care has 
been to cheriſh' thoſe bodily Endowments 
Nature has given me, and my Mind is not 
expert in the crafty Ways of Men; but if 
Days of Pleaſure touch thy Soul, if the De- 
lights of Love can find a Place in thine 
Heart, conſider more my upright Staff, and 
gigantick Stature, and let theſe be unto thee 


inſtead of found Wiſdom, 


7 


Hzzxs 


F83 

HAI the Hebronite ended, and it pleaſed 
Bathfteba well, and all her, Servants; and ſhe 
faid unto Giſbal, My Palace and lofty Roof 
be thine ; thine be alſo the Care of my 
Houſebold: For well I ween, that in Man the 
beſt Quality. is an «fright Staff, and his Sta- 
ture that of a Hero of gigantick Size. Haſte 
thee then back again into thy.own Coun- 
try, and take thy Children, and thine 
Houſehold, and bring them unto me; and I 
will give you the Good of the Land to live 
upon, and ye ſhall eat of the Fat thereof. 
Now. thou art commanded, this do; take 
thee Waggons out of the Land of Judab, 
and bring up thy little ones, and thy Wife, 
and. Relations, and come; alſo regard not 
your Stuff, for the Good of all e Land 
of Iſrael is before ye. | 


Axp he did as he was commanded, and 


he took him Waggons out of the Land of 
Judab, and he ſet out on his Journey; he 
alſo took with him Corn, and Bread, and 


N. 


the Land of 59 45 was oe none to To 
had. And when he was come there, he 


# 


them all kindly for — Sake. 


[9] 
told his Relations thoſe Things that had be- 


fallen him, and on hearing thereof Py re- 


Joiced with an exceeding great Joy. 


Now the Fame of theſe Tidings: went 


through all the hilly Country, and in the 


Mountains of Hebron was there none like 
unto Gifbal for Glory: And behold when 
the Time was come that they ſhould ſet out, 
he carried his Wife, and his Children, and 
his Relations, in the Waggons, and they 
took their Journey unto Beer- Sbeba, which, 
in their Language, fignifieth, the Place of 


Joy: From hence they roſe up on the Mor- 


row, and continued their Way i in the Wag- 
gons, which they had gotten in the Land of 
Fudah, Giſbal, and his Wife, and his Chil- 
dren, and his Relations, were in the Wag- 
gons, but of Houſchold Stuff had they none, 


having none to bring. 


Axp when they were come unto the 
Land of Iſrael, it was told unto Batkfbeba, 


Bchold the Hebronite; and his Brethren, and 
his Relations are come: 


And fhe ordered 
them to be brought before her, and treated 


Now 
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[ 30 ] 
New theſe be the Names of thaſe that 
came doyn into the Land, even of thoſe 
that came with Gisbal unto the Land of Fu- 
dab : ,” 
7 Mizraim and Luan. and Amanin and Le- 
"hauim ; 51 
Dedan, with the be ec Hair, a TY 2 
Player upon Wi nl Inſtruments; © 
Oman, by the Mother, deſcended from 
the Kings of the Iſles, and Fingal, famed for 
the Length of bis Talons: With theſe > 
«uſed frequently to divert himſelf and the 
7 och of bis Nail was as Muſic to his Soul. 
* Gimel, revered for his ſecond Siept ; Me- 
Bec known by his broad Sword and 7 Target; 
Conte, *who cat Oats like an Horſe, and 
Racab 'of f Spirit that could brook no Equal ; 
Baal, ſhort in Stature: : In his Counte- 
"nance hard- featured and ſwarthy. le Was 
the Offspring of an unlawful Patton. hay- 
ing been begot by a Satyr on a Sorcerefs, in 
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Luba alſo and C5, and Sa and Hobilab 
And Exerb noted for his hbiyh Obel ines: 
and Nimrod; mighty Water aliwny "the 
wild Woods of Hebrnn non 
Babel; famous for his clave Tongue, Res 
ſen who went clad in a nme of W 7 
Colours brate olg 
Hadoram and Diba and Ua and O3 
Gether, of Temper that thought Nothihg 
mean, and Focktan, patient of any Affronts. 
In the whole Land Was wels none like unto 
Jocttan for Meekneft, Phere the Interefts9 
the Family had any Conde. in, 
Heib, whoſe e Skin was {potted like a 
zard, and Eber, of Polttriors that ate | 
the Uſe of Breeches ; NNE 
Aram, whoſe Ports envited a 2 im 
Oba, ind? Zbnri, the Cour of che fle Er 
Taxs! E, With their Wives and en ts, hit | 
uda 


dren, came down into the Land of 
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121 | 
their Dvelling was from Meſa, as thou go- 
eſt unto Sepbar, a Mount of the North; 
from Gilgal, even unto the City of Gera. Ac- 
cording to their F amilies, and their Tongues 
and their Nations, were they placed; but 
Gisbal was retained about her own Perſon, 
where he waxed mighty in Strength and in 
Honour, and grew eyery Day more in Fa- 
vour in the Eyes of en 


© Azour the fine Time, Zarobabel the Hit- 
tite, who had fat upon the Throne of his 
Anceſtors for many Years, ſlept, and was ga- 
ther d unto his Fore- fathers; and throughout 
all Mael was there great Mourning for him 
during many Months ; for he gaverned the 
Kingdom of Fudab ſeveral Years, according 
to the Rules of Truth and Vprightnefs, and 
| the Traelites lamented him as 2 common 
Father. Ford ©4417 | 

| Gr8BAL alone and Ballei — . 
not, for the Day of his Death was unto 
them as a Day of Triumph ; They even 
ſang them Songs of Joy and Delixerance, 
and fitted the ſame unto the Sounds of mu- 
mer Inſtruments.  Gizhal ſang firſt, thus ac- 


companying 


[13] 
companying his Song» with: the * 
Voice of the Soul- lulling Bag pipe. On 
his Right was placed Bat hſbeba, and all: the 
Chiefs of the Hlebronites ſtood e wat p 


H! joyful Day, foretold* me of Yore, 
when my Mind was yet a Stranger to 
the Ways of Happineſs, ; | 
Io! the Time now approacheth wherein 
I ſhall rejoice, when my. Soul wall drink her 
Fill of Power and Glory. 

Bear witneſs, ye Hebronites, bear witneſs 
to my Vows, for they are , not we o of 
one light-minded: | T 

In my Strength ſhall ye All meet with 
Protection, and your, Safety be under the 
Shadow of my Wings : TREO. 

Under the Shadow, of, my Wings ſhall ye 
find Comfort, from thoſe who fain would 
triumph over ye: 

And ye ſhall ſhare my Glories, 8 thall 
be unto.me-as. the Children of mine own 
Mother: 2% 1 
My Dwellings ſhall be your Dycllings, 
and ye ſhall all be Chiefs, and Rulers, and 
Princes in the Land: 


4 
4 


But 


„ 2 4a58 wwe” 


. 14 


Ew] 

But Woe unto yon ve Children of Auel, 
Wor unto you that abide in E r- of 
ali, df el d. | 

Long: have oy Sweingh) —.— 
ward. as the Juice of Gall, yea even as the 
bane eful Juices of Winch." KEY { 

In the Days of Zerobabe! ye ikea m me 
from Honours, ye confined all Power and 
Dignity to yourſelves * REL en 20 

"Ye truſted me n not with the Miingement | 
of Four - Armies, nor were your 77 reaſures 
commit ted unto my] large; a pole tal 

c Tepfbfented me to your + Monarch as as 
unable to ſerve, as one of no "Account þe- | 


fore bim: Rt . goo arcane 
115 held me Walke and 1 be- c 
came as Nought in his Sig ht: en 10 WORK: 
Lek ſore bew Hob) 1. S keien 
them'through the Me of © "loye- 
ly Bathfheba : N 200 40 ttt 
40 her my! br Staff” ip off "wel 
afid ny gigantick Stature found Favbur in | 
her Eyes : :\12rizol ll 
Lament then, Hmbft]: ye Sons Gf Jullab ; 
e Children of Yravfifaile your Vole: Pig 
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Ye 
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1181 
Le ſtrove by Merit to recommend yuur- 
ſelves to q] King: Ve filled his Ears with 
good Counſel, and your Words were unto 
him as-the Words of Underſtanding: 
o Ye carried his Arms to Glory, and your 
Proweſs was ſhown under his Banners 
But I will none of theſe Things, my Mind 
ſhall be turned unto mine own Glory: 

On my Staff and my Size will I look for 
Defence, and. Love and Ambitios) 4 
crqwn. all my Actions: 

Then ſhall ye ſee; me OY Diſinay at 
your Hearts, then ſhall your Rm ak 
before me Ven 280) 7 

Ye ſhall be ST Duſt befurg>ahe 
Wind, evem as the Cedar on the _— 

of Hebron, bow: che Northern Blatt, - 


Tus Tang ker the $2 and j in 
Strains of Þy thus s Bath ebe replied : 8 


4 — no w «4 . 5 L 


Y LAY ſhall beas: the: Roe on the 
Maquntains, like d Gonts: that 
knoweth ne Ruler: G2 0144 

He ſhall command and Men wall PAT. 
way obe they thall tremble at che Nod of 
Gisbal, the Lord of Hebron; 11d Rive zy bus 


* 
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His Horn ſhall: be exalted abbve thoſe of 
the 7fraclites, the Sons of eres ſhall bow 
before him : ' n 

They ſnall bow duese at his apres. 
and Honour, Riches, ua Power 3 tarry 
his Coming : 

At the Coming of the Lord of Hebron 
they ſhall rejoice, and none _ ſhall beat 
Rule but him': | 

Haſte then, ye Iſraelites to pay n! | 
at his Shrine, for as my Soul liveth ye thall 
be as Nought in my Sight: hy 

Long enough have I borne with your 
Malice, long has my Delight known the 
. Mockery of your Tongues : | 
I deſpiſe your Rage, and er Reſet 
ments are all as Chaff before me: \ 
For who am I, that I ſhould be controul- 
ed by your Counſel; that I ſhould liſten to 
Advice, and be one Moment with-held from 
the Deſires of mine own Heart?! 

Am not I Bathfheba, the Hittite, and are 
ye not all born to Ave by che Smiles of wy 
an. rang thi 17 

If I turn m y Face, ve e afraid, 


ad ye exift but at my Pleaſure?: { 
H Avaunt, 


17 

Avaunt then, ye baſe-born Jraelites, leſt 

I trample ye as the Duſt beneath my Feet: 
For my Love ſhall bear rule over every 

Thing, and his Voice ſhall be as the Voice of 

Thunder : | | | 

But do you, ye Nymphs of Hebron, re- 
joice, prepare your Choiceſt Gifts for my 
Love: | | 

Prepare your, Songs of Praiſe, and let 
your Stories record his Honours : 

For on your Hills ſhall his Bleffings be 
known, and your Mountains ring with his 
Triumph : 

Your Sons and your Daughters ſhall ſhare 
his Bleflings, while the Iſraelites ſhall ſerye 
but to ſwell his Glory : | 

They ſhall ſerve as Drawers of Water 
and Hewers of Wood, and their Subſtance 
ſhall be all conſigned to your Uſes: 

For I Bathſbeba, the Hittite, have ſaid it, 
and from my Words there is no Appeal. 


SHE ſpoke, and ſtraightway her Will was 
accompliſhed, the Sons of Hebron ruled 
throughout the Land. In the Fleets of Sa- 
lem, in her Armies, theirs were the chief Ho- 

95 nours, 


{ 48 ] 
nours, and the [/raclies became Drawers of 
Water and Hewers of Wood ; while Gisbal 


fat at the Head of her Council, and Nought 


was regarded but the Words of his Mouth, 


Tuus ſwayed Gisbal the Hebronite, and 
his Power and Authority were known thro” 
all the Land : From him' alone deſcended 
Honour and Riches, and his Smiles were as 
the Dew of Heaven, But yet Uneaſineſs 
dwelt at his Heart, and his Mind knew not 


perfect Peace ; for in the King's Council ſtill 


remained Huſbai the Archite, who had been 


the Servant of Zerobabel, and of his Son after 
him; and Huſbai was a wiſe Counſellour, 
truſty in Deeds, and mighty in Words. By 


his Advice the Philiſtines had often been 
ſmitten with great Slaughter, and the very 
Borders of Egypt trembled at his Name: 


From Dan even to Beenſbeba ſmote he them, 


and they durſt not abide the Terrours of his 


Wrath. 


Tux Brightneſs of theſe Deeds made Gi, 


al ſad; his Countcnance waxed pale at the 


A 414 


- Thoughts of Hußbai: He became as ono 


1 whoſe 


1 19 ] 

whoſe Heart was heavy laden-with Sorrow, 
his Brow was that of a Man worn out with 
Afflictions; he faſted, and anointed himſelf 
not, neither changed he his Apparel; he 
went in, and lay all Night upon the Earth, 
and refuſed; to take any Comfort. The El- 
ders of his Houſe aroie and went to him, to 
raiſe him up from the Earth, but he would 
not, * did he eat rw wth them. 


Wi behold x one went and told theſe Ti- 
dings to Bathfteba, ſaying, O! Princeſs, live 
for ever: Lo the Chief of the  Hebronizes, 
our Glory, our Protection, refuſeth to take 
Comfort, and his Heart is fore ſmitten with 
the Rod of Affliction; on the Ground he li- 
eth, nor will he be xaiſed up; he refuſeth to 
eat Bread, and his Ears are deaf to the Voice 
of Entreaty ; ;, the Elders of his Houſe adviſe 
him in vain; he liſteneth not unto their 
Words, neither careth he. in the leaſt. for 
their Counſel, Hie thete thee generous 


revire his bene er. . bas Arg 
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Hx ſaid; and ſtraightway Bathſbeba ſet 
ſorth: She made no Reply, but haſtened to 
his Aſſiſtance. Swift as the Mountain Roe 
ſhe haſted, and her Steps were as thoſe of 
the Hare, when purſued by the nimble Hun- 
ter; when over Hill and Dale ſhe maketh 
her way, and leaveth not the Print of her 
Feet in the Sand, | 


Don haſtened Baihſbeba to her beloved 
Gisbal, to the Lord of her Heart, beyond 
whom the knew no Comfort. She found 
him lying upon the Ground, his Beard un- 
ſhaven, and his n the n of him 

that mourneth. * 


Ol GissAL, Chief of the Hebronites, the 
ſaid, thou in whom alone my Soul reſteth. 
Why art thou thus fallen ? Why is thy Body 
waſted by long Faſting ?' Has any one of the 
Iſraelites dared to offend my Love? Has 
their impious Breath been raifed 2painſt his 
Honour? Tell me, that, in my Ire, I may 
cruſh them; that, in the Over-flowings of 
my Wrath, I may bear them down. Or has 
my. Love any Honour yet further to aſk? 
| Any 


Aube 
Any Boon that Bathſheha can yet procure 
thee ? On the Wings of the Wind ſhall thy 
Defires be borne, and my Speed thall ex- 
ceed that of the ſwift- fly ing Eagle. 


Sun ſpoke, and oi lifted up his Head, 
at the Sound of her Voice he felt Com- 
fort : : Ol Princeſs, he replied, thy Words 
move me, they dart new Vigour into my 
Soul. Yet what availeth it to live? Why 
ſhould I ſeek to prolong my Days? Are not 
my Years ſpent in Diſhonour, and my Life 
as that of one who goeth down to theGraye? 
Huſhai, the Archie, obſcureth me with his 
Glory; his Luſtre is as the Splendour of 
Diamonds: Wherever the Sun ſhineth, from 
the utmoſt Borders of Horeb, even unto the 
| Red Sea, ſo far his Actions are known, and 
Men ſpeak of his Praiſe, But of me, who 
ſayeth any- thing? Who talketh of che Ex- 
ploits performed by my Counſel ? They are 
no more than the Deeds of one Who has 
been long forgotten, yea I am numbered as 
it were among the very dead, Ceafe then, 
gentle Princeſß, to.mqurn my Fate; let the 
Lot of Gisbal no longer claim any Portion 
of 


( 22 ] 
of thy Sorrow, While Huſhai the Archite 


holdeth the Reins of Goyernment, my Soul 
can Know no Comfort, nor will there remain 


any Portion for Giftal in the Land of Ham. 


So, ſpake the Chief, and reclined his 
drooping Head once more on the Ground; 
his mighty Limbs were levelled in the Duſt, 
He groaned as one i in Agony,a and the Voice 

of his Howling Was heard atar off. 


n ſurveyed his profirateState 
with Compafion, her Looks ſpoke the Tu- 
mult in in her Boſom :. For 2 while ſhe hung 
mourning 0 oyer him, bedewing his brawny 
Cheeks with her Tears. 7 At length ſhe 
broke Silence, and thus gave. Vent to the 


17 r 


Sorrows of her Breaſt, 5 * 


IN i den 
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bo 6f Hebron, the Delight of A "Io 
Thou on whoſe Happineſs are founded all 
the Joys of my Life!” Why mourneth thy 
Haft fo heavily?” And wherefore is thy 
Soul” diſquieted within thee?” Behold, are 
not the Riches of mine e Houſe thitie ? And 
— * not pie all Thugs i into thine — 


44 
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[23], 
If Huſhai, the Archite, yet beareth Rule in 
the King's Councils, have not his Services 
merited. that Honour? And is he not every 
Day crowning us with new Glories? Yet, 
if his Merit obſcure thine, if the Fame of 
his Doings over-ſhadow thy Luftre, worthy 
as he is, he ſhall no longer be known among 
us, he ſhall become as one of the meaneſt 
among the People. Though arduous the 
Taſk, my Hand ſhall overturn him, and his 
Name ſhall be heard of no more. | 


Sus aid, and with her comely Treſſes 
wiped away the Tears; with Accents mild 
ſhe chaced away Sorrow from his Heart. 
He aroſe as one refreſhed with Wine, as 4 
Giant prepared to run his Courſe ; he gat 
him off the Earth, and was ſhaven ; he put 


him on cleanly Apparel; he took Bread and 


eat it, and drank of the Juice of the Vine. 


Now when Evening was come, and the 
Sun had hid him behind the Weſtern Moun- 
tains, Bathſbela, mindful of the Affairs of 
Gishal, haftened to the Palace where Ja 
reſted, The Watchmen deſcried her from 

afar, 
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[24] 
afar, and the brazen Portals were immedi- 
ately thrown wide open to her: The King 
alſo knew the Sound of her Chariot; he diſ- 
tinguiſhed the Rattling of her Chariot- 
Wheels: He met her at the Entrance of his 
Tent, and thus with filial Reverence began: 


O! Welcome to theſe Abodes, thou who 
gaveſt me Birth, thou in whoſe Womb ] was 
nouriſhed during many Months. Is there 
ought that my Power can yet do for thee? 
Ought that thou wouldeſt have called thine ? 
Speak, and it ſhall ſtraightway be granted; 
let me know thy With, and it ſhall be ſatis- 
fied : Yea even unto the Half of my King- 
dom ſhall it be fatisfied, let thy Son but 
know the Wiſh of thy Soul. 


Hz ended, and with Looks of Tenderneſs 
gazed upon her ; of Tenderneſs made up of 
Love and filial Reſpect : For in all Iſrael was 
there not a better Son than Foash, nor had a 
more grateful Offspring ever exiſted in the 


dere of . 
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28 
WELL-PLEAS 1 Beete. | beheld: his 
yielding Countenance, and with Tranſport 
eyed the grateful Purpoſe of his Heart. En- 
couraged by his Looks, ſhe thus beſpoke 
him, and in Accents” mild preferred the 
| Words on her Suit, | | 


My Son, . then not Gisbal the He- 
bronite ? Remembereſt thou not his Cares of 
thee of old? When as yet thy tender Years 
| knew not the Difference between Good and 
Evil, when thy Mind was ſcarcely weaned 
from the Cradle. It was he that trained thee 
up to Virtue, it was his Inſtructions that 


taught thee to thirſt after Fame. Lo] For 


him I now come a Suitour, for him I now 
lay myſelf proftrate at thy Feet : His Ad- 
vancement is the Purpoſe of my Coming, 
and the Cauſe of this Viſit the Rewards that 
are his Due. As yet but ſparingly. hath he 
_ taſted of thy Favours, and the Honours hi- 
therto conferred upon him are but ſmall : 
For while Husbai ruleth in the King's Coun- 
cils, who is there of any Account but him ? 
And what Luſtre is there compared with the 
| enger of his Brows? Even thine own 
E | Perſon 


*, 
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Perſon ſuſſereth Diminution by his Honours, 
and verily the Crown reach as ĩt were Upon 


- his Head, 


So ſpake Batbabeba unto Joaih King of 
Judab, miſleading his Heart with glozing 
Speech; for well he knew that in Hushat 


there was no Guile, and that his Diadem 


had but ſhone the brighter for the Strength 
of his Counſels : He knew alſo that in Gisba! 
there was little Worth; that his Thoughts 
were not fo well turned towards Govern- 
ment: That it was from Fehorada the Benja- 
mite he had firſt tearned Wiſdom, and that it 


was he who taught his Heart to ſeek Un- 
derſtanding. 


NEVERTHELESsSs, for lis Word's Sake, 
he diſmiſſed Husbai from his Councils; he 
diſmiſſed him from his Councils, but it was 


with Honour: And there was great Mur- 
muring throughout all 1/ael, for they look- 
ed upon Husbai as their Buckler and Shield. 


Ir there were not wanting ſome among 


them to reproach him, even ſome of the 
| SONS 


OS oP 
Sons of Belial, employed by Gisbal the He 
bronite : Theſe repreſented his Honours as a 
Bribe, as a Bribe for deſerting the Intereſts 
of Judab. 


% 


Bur the Jſraelites thought better of him; 
they remembered his Counſels in Days of 
Yore : when the Philifines were cen hard at 
their Gates, and there was no one ho durſt 
oppoſe them: then ſtood up Husbai the Ar- 
chite, and by his Counſels recovered their 
Spoils again from the Enemy; z he recovered 
their Spails from the Enemy, and ſmote 
them even in their fenced Towns: Foppa 
and Gaza, and Calab took he, with Sidan on 
the Sea Side, and Haran, as thou goeſt unto 
the Country of the Moabites : Edom alſo and 
Nineveb, and Ziglag, and Asbtaroth, with 
Caphtarim on the Dead Sea, and Reboboth on 
the Borders of the WF i/derneſs: All theſe 
Towns took he, and rafed, or gave to be in- 
habited by the Children of Iſrael; he raſed 
them with their Walls and Towers, and left 
not their Bulwarks ſt nding : Yea even in 
the Iſles of the Sea W they not ſecure, f in- 


ſomuch that the Name of the PEHIRinel was 
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28 
no longer heard, big with Derifion, in the 
Land. EL el. tags wo” Hon . 
5 11 s Things remembered the Iſraelites 
well, and would not be brought to think 
Evil of him: They confidered his Out-Go- 
ings and his Comings-in, and 50 Fault had 
they fo ay to his N | We? MEALS IF, 


Sd x 
1 


Bor yet Gisbal the Son of Hebron pre- 
vailed, and he waxed mightier and mightier 
every Day: The Hebronites rejoiced i in his 
Protection, and they multiplied under the 
Shadow of his Wings.“ Day by Day grew 
they i in Power, till the Multitude of them 
over-ran the Land : They devoured up the 
Fruits of the Earth like Locufts, and the 
Number of them was more than the Sand of 


141 


; Ver, by their Help, did Gisbal nothing 
marvellous, he performed no. Wonders a- 
gainſt the Enemies of the Land : He even 
ſuffer ed them to o gather Strength, and they 
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on the Borders of the Occan were - their. 
Troops 
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29 
Troops gathered, — their Navies grew. 
powerful. in; their Harbours : They even 


dared to ſcour the Seas, and appear yet once 
again abroad upon the, Re 7 oel 


+ 


IX al this Time Gb gave up hiskleartto 
Pride, and cared him not for theſe Doings :: 
He even joined i in opprefling t the Children 
of 1ſrasl, and by his Management Corn; and, 
Wine and Oil grew dear among them : One 
fifth Part of all their Subſtance did they pay 
unto the King, and much beſides of their 
Wealth was carried into the King 's Cofers, 
Yet murmured they not thereat,1 nor repined 
at theſe Doings; for greatly loved they, the 
Royal Houlchold, and reyered above all 
his F amily in IF Mims, even . — 
Reboboam and the Helronites would here * 
the deen from chem. d bowadl 

Nr ERTH ELESS = could they n not help Any 
rowing in their Hearts, to behold, their; 
Treaſures waſted, and the Strength of the, 
Enemy ſuffered to increaſe, They lament- 


ed to ſee their Sons and their Daughters laid 
a 1iW 4 bd 4 aſide, 
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aſide to make Room for the Hebronites, and 


_ Children wy treated for their Sakes. 1 


Now 1 it fall, pt in the King“ "Houſe: 
hold ſtill remained a Man who had, ſerved 
the Kings of Tſratl for Years, with Upright- 
neſs: In their Service was he grown hoary, 
and the Honours '6f old Age ſat venerable 
on'his'Brow. Full forty Years and upwards 


had he ſerved them with Integrity, and tlie 


Forte of Gold had no Power over his Heart; 

though truſted with the Care of the King's 
Coffers, with [Integrity had he diſcharged the. 
Office, and his own Wealth knew no In- 


creaſe :' He even ſpent the little he had up- 


on them, yea he ſpent the Inheritance left 
him by his Fore-fathers ; nor reſerved he 
ought unto himſelf, beſides the Power of ap- 
pointing the King's Servants. In this he 
ſhewed himſelf wiſe, he ſhewed himſelf faith- 
ful to the King his Maſter ; for he gat none 
round hin but fuch as had approved them- 
ſelves truſty, none but ſuch as he knew true 
to the Intereſts of the Houſe of Foash : As 
for the Hebronites and the Perizzites, he kept 
thera at a Diſtance, the Amalekites alſo, with 

all 
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all thoſe that inhabited to the North of Jor- 
dan. He remembered their frequent Re- 
bellions againſt 1/rael, and how they cleaved 
unto Reboboam in the Days of Trouble; he 
knew alſo their ſtubborn Spirit, and that 
they were a peryerſe and ſtiff-necked Gene- 
ration ; For theſe Reaſons kept he them at 
E Diſtance, nor ſuffered them to bear Rule 
in the Land. PLN 

Bur behold the Time \ was now come, 
when all his Services were to be imputed to 
him as Diſhonour : When his Integrity was 
no more to be remembered, and his Up- 
rightneſs was to be blotted entirely out of 
Sight. For Gisbal and the Hebronites had 
long ſought his Deſtruction, and the Phial 


of their Wrath was now ready to be poured 


out upon him. 


Far how to go about it they knew not: 
They knew his Power and Intereſt in Iſrael. 
They knew alſo his Services to the Houſe of 
Joasb, and the King's Goodneſs. towards all 
that deſerved it. At the Thoughts there- 


fore of theſe Things GONE waxed afraid, 
the 
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dhe Blood once more i his lifeleſs 
Cheeks ; 3 his Rrow became clouded with 
Sorrow, and the Canker of Diſcontent again 
preyed on his Mind. 


BArus uns, with Grief, noted the grow- 
ing Change in his Countenance; ſoon her 
Eye perceived the Wound that rankled in 
his Heart. Impatient to relieve his Sor- 
rows, ſhe thus addreſſed him; and, with 
Entreaties bland, enquired into the Ma- 
ad of his Soul. 


WIAT new Cauſe of Grief thus afflicts 


my Gisbal ! What freſh Mark of Diſcon- 
tent again fits upon his Brow? Lo! is not 
the Wealth of all the Land thine? And the 
Children of 1/-ael have I not placed them all 


beneath thee? When thou toldeſt me that 
thou longedft for the Badge of the Houſe of 


Feaſs, did not I procure'it thee? Was not 
mine own Son laid afide for thy Sake? Was 
not Hushai, the Archite, diſmiſſed for thee 
from the King's Councils? And ſhall any 

; n now Saen! What thou doeſt! n 
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kus ſought” Bathsbeba to ſootli the Ma- 


lady of His Soul, and in broken Strains thus 
Gitbal replied. / rad! Jig 3 28 
n 36349} 973 way K N oli 1601 
a Au! Un What: grails it, chat Lam decked 
with the, Badge of the Houſe of Joasb, or 
that thine own Son has been laid aſide for 
my Sake? Are not theſe empty Honours? 
Andean. my Lielronites live by the Splen- 
daur of the Sar that glittereth ? Behold ! 
Are they not hungry as Wolves ? Rapacious 
as. the ſayage Liger when with+held from 
Food? Numerous as the Fowls of the Air? 
And their Country barren; as the Deſerts of 
the Wilderneſs? How then can I hear their 
Cries to me ſor. Nouriſhment? How can I 
bear, the Plaints of the Children of mine 
own Bowels g Already have I filled the Ar- 
mies of Jaa with their Tribes, and the Liſt 
of, his Forces teemeth with their Names: 
Let ſtill they call unto me for Nouriſh- 
ment, the. Voice of their crying is yet freſh 
in mine Ears. While Mordetai, the Few, 
therefore ſnteth at the King's Gate, how 
can I be ſatisſied, how can my Soul knoir 
Combbet thin me For is not the Charge 
519 ff F of 


. ; So” 
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je of the King's Coſſers his 2 And all the Places 

9 in the Landi are they not ar his Diſpoſal? 

bY Does he not fill them up with his own-Brel 

is thren, while my Hebronites are kept at an 

bi awful Diſtance ? Yea, we are lbathſoe as 
Lo 'Foads in his Sight, and dna Name It 
. | were * . —_ erg git IB] 

0 | 7. age wot 


-{! Fire . MY to' me ably berger cdl 
fort, for while there is one greater chan nh 
ſolf, how can bea fatisſiedꝰ While Mordetar 
the Few! yet ſitteth at the King's Gate, 
can. my Soul take Pleaſure, or any 

dwell i in(the- Heart of Gichal 00 1550 | DA pi 
4555104 18 noeh wor © 150 / 9111 
Ol Glun Lela, Glumbella, . of E 
rebus and of Night; thou wWhoſe Pewer has 
been known :{d oſten to ſtop the Sun in His 
Courſe, and to inake the Moon weep Blood 
on the Hills of Hebron; — Who haſt bad the 
Whirlwind rage at thy Command, and by 
thy Soreery raifed tie Dead from the Werit 
Gray; — Thou vhoſe Wand has been ſeen 
to dart through the Air, ſwifter than a Star 
| ſhot from the ſpangled Heavens in a frofty 
Night; or to ſkim over the mantled Pool 
1% fleeter 


35 
flecter, than the Swallow, hen he ſceketh 
his Food on the Surface of the Waters; 
9 wherefore, wherefore, haſt thou deceiv- 
ed me thus? Why was the Fame of thy Ma- 


gick employed, againſt the unſuſpeting 


feart of Gisbal? Didſt thou not tell my Mo- 
ther, while I was yet an Infant in the Cra- 
dle, ere my Boſom knew the ſlighteſt Im- 
prefſions of Reaſon? Didſt thou not tell her, 
that 1 was born to bear Sway in 1/rael, and 
that there ſhould, be none greater than me 
in the Land of Ham) Lo! I have followed 
thy. Counſel j in every Thing; I have haſted 
to quit the. barren Hills gf--filthron: I have 
| pot ſet my Mind after Knowledge, nor hatli 
mine Heart ſought to know, Underſtanding; 
On. my Staff: alone have I depended for Sup- 
port; on that magick Wand preſented me 
at my Birth. Let bear I not ſole Rule in 
Iſrael, and there 3 is one ſtill greater than me 
in the Land of Ham. 


Iꝑ faid, and, in his Rage, threw himſelf 
oft the Ground: In the Violence of his 
Wrath, his mighty Limbs were again laid 


leyel with the Duſt : The : Earth relounded 
— F . with 
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with his Fall, and the infernal Abodes Wo 
ſelves trembled at the Shock. W 80 file 
broken Rock from the Mountains G 
Bron, when looſened by the Hands 01 0 ae 
lenting Time: So falls the wild? AH on 


Summits of Gigul, againft- whofe Tru 
nn Axes . 2. their Force: 


? 


413 wml food ttt 715 Alb 
ruus fell C the Heb: Thus, if 
the Agony of his Soul, he cbminued to rave; 
For twice twenty-four Hours rared He withs 
out ceaſing; and his Diſträction knew 'ng 
Reſpite : The Hebronites aſſembled all in Sor 
row arqund him; in diſmal Yellings bplub⸗ 
bered they fortk their Cries: They booked 
upon the Days of his Glory 28 ow over; 
they counted him as one already numbered 
with the Dead. From Pole to Pole the 
Sound of their Lamentations flew, and far- 
theſt Thule re echoed with the Noiſe. "Y 
MEANWHILE Bathsheba TAPE ta the 
Palace of Foach, and threw herſelf at his 
Peet in an Agony of Diftrefs. | She repre- 
ſented to him, in piteous Guiſe, the ſorlorn 
State of Git, and beſpught the King s Fa- 


your 


2 H Ane 153% r 651) 5A 
vour io ſooth his Woes; oath ſhrunle back 
with Horrour at the Petition; he ſhuddered 
with Fear at the Words of her Requeſt ;/ Ho 
len to Mind the Loyec of Mordecai towards 
hi5 Family, his many Services to himſelf 
and his, Fathers before him. Ae their Rey 
memberance, | the. Blood | mounted. i into his 
beautcous. Checks, and with Eyes darting 
Tire, thus the Royal Louth began; 


* 10. 15554 4 err eig 10 porta 
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Rat yen Wealth, , ad. Dignity andPoyer? 
And, behold, ye are not ſatisfied with theſe! 
When Gisbal firſt appeared in Judah, when 
his Perſon was firſt ſeen in the Land, ſmall 
was theWealth he poffeſſed, and the Honours 
he had attained in Number few: yea his 
very Name, till that Time, was not known 
among us, and amidſt all the Rulers of ral 
was there none of leſs Account. et nowT 
bare raiſed him to Dignity . now 


— — FE. continually reape.me with 
new Cravings, and my Soul knoweth no 


Reſt 
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Reft thro” your 1 By your Artifices 
wak Fai the Hebie Hiven 17090 my Coun- 
cik, tho“ i hisZeal för me he had | pert red 
fuch mighty things. Lo how gain yew would 
deprive me of the Alfiftance of Alfie, thin 
whom a faithfuller Servant never bot ESway 
in Hrael. Shall not theſe Things diſpteaſe 
my people? And will not the whole Land 
be filled with their Murmurings! ? Will they 
not have Reaſon to complain of the Pro- 
ceedings of Foash, and may not the Love of 
my Iraelites be thereby alienated from me? 
Yet, in the Days of Peril, will your / Hebron- 
iter ftand by me? When the Philifines come 
upon me, ſhall I find Safety i in their Arms! 
Are they not all attached to the Houſe of 
Reboboam ? And, young as I am, do not I 
myſelf remember, when they roſe 1 up as it 
were one W for him! RP 


- 


c 


Hz bid; and, turning Hl" from her, 
for that Tims was a Frown firſt ſeen to de- 
form! his lovely Brow : But Bathsbeba hung 
weeping upon his Robe, and entreatetl him 
to have Pity upon Gicbal for her Sake. Foash 


Was not uſed | to view her in that Poſture, 
$$ 19% 051; , 2 a 2 "his 
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f 59] 
his youthfut Heart relented at her Team: 


He raiſed her from the Ground, and tender- 
ly embraced her; but ſtill bad her remem- 

ber the Safety and Honour of nit Houſe. 
Would ye (ſays he) by your Entreaties wreſt 
W from ne n e 1 take it off 


OY 


unwor- 
thy Sed el Gabal: 2 H my — are diſ- 
pleaſed, what Reward can make nie fuffci- 
ent Recompenee for the Loſs of their Love? 
And; ſhould they withdraw their Affiſtance, 

mall · I find Reſources in che barren Hills of 
Hebron? Will her needy” Sons enable me 
to pay my Armies, or her naked Fields yield 
Subſiftenct to my numerous Troops? Con- 
ſider: well theſe Things; and, while you ſeek 
to prese r Gizbal, let it not be at the Expence 
of mine re and * 3 Love. 


% Frakb the Prikice, as one who 1 ed his 
People, as One who placed his chief Happi- 
neſs in the Homage of their Hearts: But 
Bathsheba ſtill preſſed him with her Entrea- 
ties, ſtill urged him to comply with the 
Words of her Suit; ſhe perſuaded him that 
Mordecni was now grown old; that his Soul! 


0 


—— — — 4 — — — * — — —— — — 
8 4 . 7 | 2 o - 4 
+4 1 
— * - ** 
8 a = . 


bee 
noflonger thirſted * Honours. That lid 
would joyfully xehgn the Charge of the 
Kings, Coffers to homſocver he pleaſed; 
more; eſpecially if rewarded with ſome vo- 
| luntary Token of his Royal Maſter's Favour: 
Thus ſhe. prevailed, on the generous Heart of 
Joash, to grant what ſhe aſced, and; Mordecai 
was ſtraightway driyen from the King's Gate. 
The, Rewards that, were, offered him he 
ſpurned; and, when, he was thought no 
longer worthy to ſerve, would no longer re- 
ceive the Wages, of Service. He remem- 
bered beſides, how, in the Cafe, of Hushais 
the Archite, it had been imputed. to him as 
Guile, and the Rewards of his Labour miſ- 
called a Bribe for his deſerting tlie Intereſts 
of Judab. For theſe Reaſons would he none 
of them, but contented himſelf with the Teſ- 
timony of his own Heart : In that he found 19 
more Comfort than in Thouſands of Gold 
and Silyer, and his greateſt Pride was, that 
he had ſerved the Houſe of Joasb for many: 
Years I u n r 
e now were aha e Degas of Cibat com- 
pleted, and the Hebrenites prevailed where- 
| ever 
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ever. they ent: In all hats of the King 


dom of Iſrael were, they. ſcattered, and their 
r Was! heard even in the King Cham: 
bers. Alon inſtead of the pure Vraclitif 
N nothing but the broad Hebronitish 
now reſounded throughout the Land; an 
this begat ; great Murmurings i in Judab, and 
Fear and Diſcontent and. Jealouſies now 
re! igned through all her Tribes. Neyerthe- 
leſs there were not wanting ſome who fought 
to perſuade thePeople that theſe Things were 
right; and there aroſe up falſe Prophets in 
Abundance, long -eared Auditours, and Ira. 
elites not having the Fear of God before 
their Eyes: Theſe, in Conjunction with the 
reſt of their Brethren, all Men of Beliall 
ſought to perſuade the People, that it was fot 
the Good of the Kingdom that all theſe 
Things ſhould be done; + That there was 
no Knowledge left in the Children of Ia 
no Protection for them againſt the Pbiliſtinus 
but in the Wiſdom and Valour of the He. 
brogites, They ſought moreover to perſuade 
them that their Nobles were degenerated, 
their Sons become effeminate, their Coffers 
ua that there was a Neceſſity for 2 
2 ¹˙νοmνẽj 0 \ ſpeedy, 
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ſpeedy, mough NN peace. They 


repreſented The mighty, Performances of 
Huſhai as of no Service, and that the King 
Treafures had been ſquandered by Mortica' 
In vain Doings. Yet continued they theik 
Trpoſts v upon \the Children of Tul, and laid | 
new Duties upon their Goods; they added 
Two Farthings on every Meaſure of Wine ine, an 


9 


even the Light Us Heaven became dearer to 
them. ; 1.3 


Tn vs farcdit with the Children ol Hog 
for. their own- Sing, and the Sins of their 
Forefathers; and the Lord viſited: them 
with a ſevere Scourge, aud his: Wrath was 
kindled very ſore: againſt chem for ſeveral 
Months. Neverthelefs prayed they without 
ceaſing, that he would pleaſt to remove this 
Viſitation from his People, and take Pity: up- 
on his beloved Children, for his Nane sSa ko; 
that he would incline his Heart to hear their 
Prayers, and: baniſh all evil Counſellburs out 
of the Land. And the Lord repented him 
of the Rvit that he had done unto Sen, and 
he- took Compaſſion once more upon his 


rer : And he directed one to tell their 
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Grievances unto mal, ani Hraightway were 


alt evil Counfellours' renwyed But of "the 
Land! And the Philifithes Heard thereof, 
and became fore afraid; and they fued with 
the J/raelites to be made their Servants.” And 
the King waxed mighty in Wealth and in 
Power, and there was none like unto him 


amongſt all the TY that had gone before 


him. 


So ſang de Son of Hidgal, aecom- 
pany ing his Jong with the: Sound of the 
Harp, he was, yo that e who had come 
into the Land in the Days of” Zepobabel, but 
a true Jraeli te, "hi whom dwelled no Guile. _ 
He loved his King and his Country well, 


and his Family had always been ſtedfaſt Ad- 
herents to the Houſe of Foash ; nor, when- 
ever wanted, ſhall his Son's Sword be tardy 
in their Service, or his Pen not be employed 
to promote their Honour : Like his Father 
only he diſliketh the Hebronites, with all them 
that ſeek not to o Ggod in the Land. For 
theſe Reaſons publiſhed he theſe Fragments. 
as 2 Warning to Jrael, and his Children af- 
ter him, Let not any One, therefore, ſay 

that 
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that he is light minded, Or. that he. goeth a- 
bout to ſay Sedition in. the Land. Witha 
gage Heart, and undefiled, Hands, hath, he 
N done it, and he eaten not what the Ungod- 
| NEN uz obo e ants off 
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